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out that the proposed constitution was not an Arab
Government inspired and helped by British advice,
but a British Government infused with Arab ele-
ments to a gradually increasing extent, and Mr.
Montagu going even farther and suggesting, as I
had myself done a month and a half earlier, that
the mandate should be exercised in the form of a
treaty with the people of the country rather than
by the drawing up of a mandate document. The
difficulty was that there was already in existence a
draft identical mandate for Syria and Mesopotamia
which had been drawn up in consultation with Dr.
Hogarth, Miss Bell, and Colonel Lawrence, and in
the terms of which Colonel Wilson had concurred.
The Conference decided to go through this docu-
ment in the light of recent developments, and mean-
while to acquiesce in no further steps being taken
towards the publication of the announcement to
which the Civil Commissioner had offered such
strong objection.
This decision was communicated to Colonel Wil-
son by telegraph on the 2Oth May, and on the 2 6th
a further meeting was held solely for the purpose of
examining the draft mandate. This examination
was completed at a second meeting held on the 1st
June, at which the Conference also discussed a
proposal made by Mr. Montagu that an immediate
announcement should be made of the return of Sir
Percy Cox as High Commissioner, combined with
the setting up of a provisional Government on the
lines of the Baghdad committee's report, but with
modifications in the direction of enhanced Arab
participation. After a long discussion it was de-
cided that only Sir Percy Cox, who was expected to
leave Teheran in a few days3 time, could inaugurate